Highland Environment Forum Newsletter    14 July 2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
I'm pleased to say the Highland Council and Scottish Forestry are funding the Forum for the next 12 months. NatureScot's own funding cuts mean that they are unable to provide funding this year, but they continue to offer valued support and expertise.
Consultations
· Spey Catchment ecosystem project consultation - see attached information for more detail - Click here for consultation link
· Scottish Government Circular Economy Bill  (link is to Transition Black Isle information). Closes 22 August.  

· Scotland's Biodiversity Strategy Consultation. Closes 12 September
· Land Reform in a Net Zero Nation. Closes 22 September
Strategy
· Changeworks launches new strategy: Decarbonising Homes in Scotland
News
· Coul Links: Environmental groups voice concern at golf plans and In the shadow of Trump. Coul Links golf course controversy
· Hydro Ness on the River Ness in Inverness shortlisted as finalist in The VIBES - Scottish Environment Business Awards 

· Scotland's dry weather devastates midge numbers
· Recording Scotland's extreme high-altitude trees
· Think Health, Think Nature 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.thinkhealththinknature.scot/small-grant-fund-awarded-summer-2022/?fbclid=IwAR2SVUrCYk3t_rRuSsUrFAh-nD630NQjVCvKDtF2-0CfIQhHf4mW1dXr7qE" \t "_blank" Small Grant Fund Awarded to 14 Highland Groups Summer 2022 

· Crown Estate Scotland unveils support for coastal jobs, clean energy, and nature projects
Blogs, projects and webinars
· Swifts, the Best Bird Ewan Craig, Visitor Experience Officer at RSPB Loch Garten, Abernethy
· The new Nevis ranger team gets stuck in with conservation work
· Killing predators won't save capercaillie. Scotland: The Big Picture and a related article Dog poo forms a significant part of foxes' diet
· Community Woodlands Association project - Stories of People and Trees 

· Avian influenza - the impact in Shetland RSPB
· NatureScot 30 by 30 and Nature Networks webinar
Research
· A pioneering approach for reducing unwanted bycatch and discards
· On the ‘elevator to extinction’: arctic-alpine plants endangered in Scottish Highlands
· Using moths and birds to investigate the impacts of forest restoration on biodiversity
· Swans sacrifice rest to squabble
· Gardening can cultivate better mental health
· Zero-carbon refrigeration spin-out sets its sights on environmentally-friendly heating systems
Citizen Science
· Plantlife: Every Flower Counts
· 15 July - 7 August Big Butterfly Count
· 23 - 31 July National Whale and Dolphin Watch
Jobs
· There are a number of posts with Cairngorms National Park including 2030 programme manager, peatland action, planning ecological advice: Closing date 17 July 

· Ecology Officer, Scottish Borders Council. Closes 25 July 

· Forestry and Land Scotland, Regional Manager – North. Closing date 27 July

· Arkaig Community Forest, Tree Nursery Manager. Closing date 29 July

· RSPB, Assistant Warden - Central Highland Reserves. Closing date 29 July

· North Highlands & Islands Climate Hub, Development Officer. Contract to 31 March 2025. Closes 1 August

· Scottish Communities Climate Action Network: Regional Network Coordinator - Highlands (South) including Skye, Raasay and Small Isles. Closing date 3 August

Events
(all in-person)

July 

· 14 and 15 July. Climate discussions in Golspie - see attached poster 

· 16 July @ 10.00 - 13.00 Scottish Wildlife Trust, Dragonflies, damselflies and pond dipping at Monadh Mòr, Black Isle

· 17 July @ 10.30 Assynt Field Club, Loch Ailsh, Glen Oykel (NC3110), for birds, flowers and insects. Meet at the car park up the forestry track (NC310095)  Bring lunch.Contact: Andy Summers (01571 855309). 

· 19 July @ 19.30, Community Room Lochinver Village Hall, Riverwoods: The Film
· 22 July @ 15.00: Scottish Tree Hugging Championships, from Darach Social Croft @ Ardtornish - will also be live streamed 

· 25 - 27 July, Green Hive, Nairn: Train to be a community Researcher
August
· 3 August @ 11.00 - 14.00 RSPB Nigg Bay study visit: Spartina anglica – Managing this invasive plant to protect saltmarshes in the Cromarty Firth. 
· 16 August @ 10.00 Walking and Talking trees with Andy & Debbie Duffus, Mains of Auchriachan, Tomintoul 

· 21 August @ 10.30 Allt Doire na Cuilinn, Quinag (NC2025): Stephen Moran will lead a hunt for insects in this area.Meet at the Boat Bay car park on Loch Assynt Bring lunch.  Contact: Romany Garnett (01571 855332).
With regards,
Caroline
Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243
E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.

The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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